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JEREMY WRATHALL
Cornish Lithium Ltd - Founder & CEO

A mining engineer by training, Jeremy initially worked in the South African gold 
mining industry and then followed an investment banking career, starting as a 
mining analyst in 1988.

Over the last 30 years he has held various roles, including Global Head of Mining 
Equities at Deutsche Bank, Global Head of Mining Equity Sales at UBS and, most 
recently, Head of Global Natural Resources at Investec Bank in London. In 2017 he 
left the investment banking industry and founded his own company, Cornish Lithium 
Ltd, where he serves as the Chief Executive Officer.

Is a Domestic Lithium Supply Chain a Unicorn?

4



KATE J HARCOURT MSc, MIEnvSc, CEnv

Cornish Lithium - ESG Officer

Kate is a sustainability professional with over 30 years of experience across the 
mining industry. She works as part of the Owner’s Team with leadership on 
sustainability issues, and for Equator Principles Financial Institutions and 
engineering groups. She serves as Non-Executive Director to Condor Gold, Fortuna 
Silver (transitioning from Roxgold Inc) and Orezone Gold Corp.

She works on projects in Europe and Africa, developing policy and environmental 
management frameworks, navigating local and international ESIA processes, 
stakeholder engagement and permitting, lender liaison, annual reporting and 
construction supervision.   She has joined Due Diligence teams on high profile new 
projects and has contributed to documentation on industry good practice, such as 
the UNEP Awareness and Preparedness for Emergencies at Local Level for Mining, 
the IFC Good Practice Note on Managing Contractors Environmental and Social 
Performance and worked with the Responsible Jewellery Council to update its Codes 
of Practice (COP). In 2018 she was nominated one of the Top 100 Global 
Inspirational Women in Mining.
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ANDREW SMITH
British Lithium Ltd - CEO

Lithium production in Cornwall - done sustainably 

Andrew is a multi-discipline engineer who has worked in the mining industry for 15 
years and has led four successful feasibility studies. He was awarded first class 
honours for his thesis on energy consumed in mining and proposed novel 
autonomous electric mining equipment, elements of which have recently been 
adapted by major equipment manufacturers.

Most recently, Andrew was project manager for the Cinovec Lithium Project (Czech) 
process development and in 2017 completed a Prefeasibility Study for the 
production of lithium, tin and potash. Andrew specialises in the specification, 
supervision and interpretation of metallurgical test work, development of extractive 
metallurgy and process design and was instrumental in developing the unique 
low-cost lithium flow sheet for Cinovec.

Andrew previously ran a large international technical team for Cominco’s Definitive 
Feasibility Study on the $600m phosphate mine in Republic of Congo. He 
supervised test work development, process design and pilot production at Mintek 
Laboratory in South Africa and worked closely with government, local communities 
and environmental teams to complete an Environmental, Social Impact Assessment 
(ESIA) to World Bank performance standards. Andrew has led metallurgical 
research into the sustainable economic extraction of lithium from the unique Cornish 
micas, resulting in two patent applications.
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Dr EVA MARQUIS
Camborne School of Mines/Environment and Sustainability Institute
University of Exeter - Met4Tech Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Eva is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow within the UKRI Interdisciplinary Circular 
Economy Centre for Technology Metals (Met4Tech). Experienced in petrology, 
mineralogy, and geochemistry, particularly when applied to ore deposit genesis and 
sustainable resource development, she has worked on mineral deposits in 
Madagascar, South Africa and Uganda. Prior to joining CSM and the University of 
Exeter’s Environment and Sustainability Institute in April 2021, Eva was a Teaching 
Fellow and Research Associate in Mineral Resources and Applied Geology at the 
University of Leicester. 

In her current role, Eva is researching how circular economy principals can be 
embedded in the exploration and extraction of technology metals, with an initial 
focus on tin, tungsten and lithium in South West England. 

UNECE resource management system: Cornwall
case study
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ROBIN SHAIL
Camborne School of Mines, University of Exeter - Senior Lecturer in Geology 

Robin Shail graduated in geology from the University of Oxford in 1986 and has 
been involved in research and teaching related to the geology of South West 
England ever since. He has a PhD from the University of Keele on the Devonian 
tectonics of south Cornwall and has worked as a lecturer in structural geology at the 
Camborne School of Mines, University of Exeter since 1990.

His research addresses all aspects of regional geological evolution and the controls 
that fundamental geological processes exert on resource endowment. He has been 
involved in collaborative research and knowledge transfer with most of the 
companies operating across the South West England minerals and geothermal 
sector. 

Granite, killas, fractures and fluids - geological controls
on SW England resources
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SAM CATALANO
Canaccord Genuity Ltd - Managing Director, UK Mining Research

Investor perspectives on the mining sector

Sam joined Canaccord Genuity in March 2020 to lead the mining research efforts 
in the UK. Sam has nearly 20 years of experience as a Mining Equity Research 
Analyst, on both the buy side and sell side. Sam has previously held the role of 
Portfolio Manager of Global Natural Resources funds at Schroders, as well 
experience as a sell-side Senior Mining Research analyst in both Australia and the 
UK, at such firms as Macquarie, Morgan Stanley and Nomura.

Sam joined Canaccord from Credit Suisse where he was the Head of European 
Mining Research. Sam graduated as a Mining Engineer from the University of 
Queensland, working for Mount Isa Mines before entering the finance sector.

9



RICHARD WILLIAMS
Cornish Metals - President, CEO & Director

Cornish Metals: a unique opportunity for copper,
tin and lithium in Cornwall

Richard Williams is a Professional Geologist with a B.Sc (Hons) degree in Geology 
from Portsmouth University, and a Masters degree in Mineral Exploration from 
Queen’s University, Ontario, Canada. He also serves as CEO of Winshear Gold 
Corp. (TSX-V:WINS), an exploration company with gold projects in Peru. He has 
over 30 years of experience in the mining and mineral exploration sector principally 
in southern Africa, and South and Central America.

Richard has spent the last 18 years in public company corporate management, and 
has developed a wide network of business and financial contacts. He co-founded, 
and is CEO and director of, Winshear Gold Corp. (formerly Helio Resource Corp) 
which previously discovered the 1 million ounce SMP gold project in Tanzania.
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SALLY NORCROSS-WEBB
Cornish Tin Ltd - CEO

Now advancing The Great Wheal Vor Project in the Mining District of Breage, 
Cornwall. This is a group of 26 former producing tin and copper mines, described in 
1929 as “the richest in tin of all the Cornish mines, probably the richest tin mine 
which has ever been worked in the world”. 

Sally is a corporate lawyer (background Allen & Overy, Slaughter and May, London; 
Allens, Sydney) and a mining, exploration and mineral rights professional with many 
years’ experience in the mining industry. She holds both the MA and LLM degrees 
from Cambridge University.

The Great Wheal Vor Project - high grade tin in Cornwall
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MIKE KING
Cornwall Development Company - Managing Director

Mike graduated in 1980 with a BSc (Hons) in geology from the Royal School of 
Mines and spent over 20 years in the international oil and gas industry in 
exploration, production and management roles in London and Houston. In 2001, he 
joined the Welsh Development Agency as Executive Director with responsibility for 
securing foreign direct investment for Wales. 

Prior to taking up his current role in Cornwall in 2017, Mike spent 12 years as CEO 
of Jersey Government’s Economic Development Department with responsibility for 
economic development and the island’s sports and cultural infrastructure.

After-Dinner Speaker at the Conference Dinner
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BRETT GRIST
Cornwall Resources Ltd - Exploration Manager

Redmoor: Cornwall’s next tungsten & tin mine
Co-presentation with Peter Wale

Brett is an experienced geologist with over 20 years 
of experience gained on mining and exploration 
projects in Europe, Africa, Australia, and the Middle 
East. His involvement has covered projects from 
grass roots exploration through to financing and 
development.

Brett is from south-west England, and joined 
Cornwall Resources in January 2017, since when, as 
Exploration Manager, he has led the ongoing 
successful exploration campaign on the Redmoor 
tin-tungsten-copper project. Brett is also co-chair of 
the UK mining working group of the Critical Minerals 
Association.

PETER WALE
Strategic Minerals plc - Executive Director

Redmoor: Cornwall’s next tungsten & tin mine
Co-presentation with Brett Grist

Peter is an experienced investment professional 
focussing on smaller companies & spent most of 
his career working for US firms such as Fidelity 
and was also a partner at a hedge fund.

He has been on the board of Strategic Minerals 
plc for five years and is also the second largest 
shareholder. In addition he is a director of 
Cornwall Resources Ltd and has been involved 
since its inception.
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MARK DUDDRIDGE
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership - Chairman

Mark has previously been a Group Director at Samworth Brothers, a £1 billion 
chilled food business operating out of 17 sites across the Midlands and Cornwall. 
Predominantly an own label manufacturer, Samworth developed Ginsters and 
latterly Soreen into nationally recognised brands.

He has also been a Director at Rodda’s Clotted Cream and Managing Director at 
Pasta King. Mark has an extensive track record in delivering business growth and 
attracting key economic investments both locally and nationally.

In addition, he is an associate non-executive director of the Cornwall Partnership 
NHS Foundation Trust and a Watershare+ Panel member for Pennon Group.

A passionate gig rower, he is a member of Caradon Gig Rowing Club and is a 
veteran of several Pilot World Gig Championships on the Isles of Scilly.
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JEFF TOWNSEND
Critical Minerals Association - Founder

Jeff has nearly 20 years of experience working in the political sphere of Westminster, 
Capitol Hill and the Southern African Development Community.

His expertise in foreign affairs and international development has led him to advise 
senior Ministers, ambassadors and national leaders. Jeff is an expert at political 
strategy, campaigning and communications and has transferred these skills into the 
private sector providing political advice to FTSE100 and S&P500 companies. Jeff 
was born on a mine in Carltonville, South Africa and grew up in mining communities 
around the world following his father who worked in the sector. In 2011 he began the 
UK’s All Party Parliamentary Group on International Mining and more recently 
founded the Critical Minerals Association and its political platform, the APPG 
Critical Minerals in Westminster. Jeff is a Director of a bespoke lobbying and finance 
firm.
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ROSS MILNE
3D Dassault Systemes - Expert Consultant

Ross Milne is a Mining Engineer with 36 years’ experience and knowledge and 
knowhow in open-pit mining operations. He has built extensive cross-functional 
experience in the mining industry in EMEAR.

Starting in mining operations, he advanced to lead bauxite exploration, mining, 
processing and shipping operations. Subsequently he moved into OEM earthmoving 
equipment consulting and sales and then FMS, high-precision guidance and 
equipment health solutions. He now consults on processes and solutions for the 
minerals and materials industry, capitalising on his knowledge to advise mining 
organisations on their people, process and technology transformational journeys. 

He has a BSc in mining from the Camborne School of Mines.
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SIMON RUFFLES BSc (Hons) MIQ
DXB Pump & Power Ltd - Managing Director

Optimising mine dewatering technology
as a part of a zero carbon operation

Simon Ruffles is the founder and owner of DXB Pump & Power the only UK pump 
manufacturer focused on high efficiency, low carbon pumping solutions using both 
above ground and submersible equipment.

He has worked in the mine dewatering business since 1995 and has operated 
globally including Africa, Europe, USA and the Middle East supplying companies 
such as Anglo American, BHP Billiton, Anglo Ashanti, as well as UK companies such 
as Cemex, Breedons, Tarmac, Lafarge and other privately owned aggregate 
companies here in the UK.

He started his first pump manufacturing company in 2001 which he sold to a 
NASDAQ organisation with operations in the UK, Johannesburg, Australia and 
USA.

DXB Pump & Power is his most recent venture which focuses on designing and 
manufacturing Stage 5 emission compliant and IEC4 electric motor high efficiency 
pump sets demanded by mines and quarries focused on reducing their carbon 
footprints.
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ADAM CHASE
ERM Group - Director of E4tech & Partner of ERM

Adam Chase is a Director of strategic low carbon energy consultancy E4tech, now 
part of ERM. His career has been spent in the energy industry and advisory services. 
For 20 years he has worked with numerous companies, governments and investors 
to identify the opportunities from the energy transition. 

As leader of E4tech’s work in transport he works closely with vehicle companies, the 
automotive supply chain, energy companies, niche players and governments to 
assist them to navigate the path to low emission mobility.

Mining and supply chain formation - the battery
opportunity
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JONATHAN MOLYNEUX
ERM Ltd - Head of ESG Strategy, Mining (Senior Partner)

Jonathan is a member of ERM’s global mining leadership team. He acts as a trusted 
adviser to many of the executives across some of the world’s leading mining 
companies. His focus is on ESG strategy and business transformation, and he has 
led operational transformations at 35 mine and processing assets in the last 10 
years. 

In the last three years he has been particularly focused on the market disruptions 
which the ESG of downstream customers and brands is driving up metals and 
critical materials value chains.
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JAMES GAYDON
Grinding Solutions Ltd - Chief Metallurgist

James has a PhD in Minerals Engineering from CSM and over 10 years working on 
projects across Europe, the Middle East and Russia. Grinding Solutions, which James 
joined in 2016, is a metallurgical laboratory testing and consultancy service which 
works in a range of commodities, including base, battery and precious metals, coal 
and industrial minerals.
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ROSS FREEMAN
Hatch Advisory - Principal

Cost Considerations for Lithium Processing

A principal consultant in Hatch’s Advisory team giving technical advice and 
completing technical and economic due-diligence reviews for companies and 
financial institutions. This has been in support of project finance, mergers and 
acquisitions and working capital loans including being the independent technical 
consultant for financial institutions for several projects, the EMAL Phase I and II 
Smelter in Abu Dhabi being an example. Ross’s advice is based on a PhD in 
Material Science, BSc in Physics and a 30-year career in the technical aspects of 
materials and processing, spanning minerals processing, smelting and downstream 
metal processing.

Previous positions included being the technical authority for a Carpenter 
Technology facility which included a foundry and rolling mill and Rio Tinto Alcan’s 
Lynemouth aluminium smelter, specialising in the management and development of 
manufacturing processes; devising, adapting and executing improvements. He is a 
strong advocate of continuous improvement, being qualified in the Lean 6-Sigma 
programme and experienced in operating within a Lean Manufacturing 
environment.
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ALEXANDER ALLEN
Peel Hunt - Associate Director

Peel Hunt introduction

Alexander is an Associate Director in the Natural Resources Investment Banking 
team at Peel Hunt, focussing on mining, oil & gas and new energy. Prior to Peel 
Hunt he was Vice President, Capital Markets at Hannam & Partners, and he trained 
as a geologist.
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CHRIS TOFTS
Chris Tofts is a partner and head of the Planning 
team in Truro, with a wide range and depth of 
planning experience, covering all matters from 
managing applications for very large mineral sites 
to dealing with enforcement notices in respect of 
residential development. Chris often works with 
colleagues in the Mining and Minerals sector.

He qualified in September 2007 and has significant 
experience in minerals, waste and ‘natural resources’ 
planning whilst also dealing with the more usual 
planning matters such as drafting s106 agreements 
and applying for Certificates of Lawfulness. Chris 
has also appeared in the Magistrates’ Courts and 
the County Court in planning matters as well as at 
Planning Inquiries. Chris acts for defendants in 

planning and other regulatory prosecutions having previously advised the Cornwall 
Council on its enforcement notices and prosecutions. He has expertise in dealing with 
highways issues, including the legal creation of highways, Stopping Up Orders, 
footpath Orders, the Advance Payments Code, s38 and s278 agreements. He also 
advises on a Compulsory Purchase Orders, Modification Orders, Compensation, 
Certificates of Appropriate Alternative Development and the Mines (Working 
Facilities And Support) Act 1966.

Simon Trahair-Davies is a partner in the Cornwall 
commercial property team in Truro and the sector 
head for mining and minerals.

Simon has extensive experience in the minerals 
sector, having previously worked as the in-house UK 
lawyer for a major global industrial minerals 
company. He works with both mineral operators and 
landowners on legal issues across the whole life of 
mine.

His work includes: drafting and negotiating mineral 
options and leases leading on mineral rights and 
property due diligence for AIM listings and 
investment transactions assisting a minerals company 
purchase an extensive area of freehold mineral rights 
from a landed estate acting for a minerals company 
on the sale of disused china clay works to a 
government housing agency for residential 
development.

SIMON TRAHAIR-DAVIES
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JAMES MCFARLANE
Tungsten West Ltd - Technical and Operations Director

The Hemerdon Project - Pathway to Production

James McFarlane is a globally experienced technical mining professional, with a 
strong background in UK mining operations. James has held senior roles in active 
mining operations in England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and Australia, and has 
worked as a principal mining consultant across a range of commodities globally. He 
is currently Technical and Operations Director for Tungsten West’s flagship 
Hemerdon tungsten-tin project and was formerly Mining Technical Services 
Manager at Hemerdon under Wolf Minerals.

James holds a MSc from the Camborne School of Mines in mining geology, is a 
Fellow of the Geological Society of London and is a Member of the IOM3, the 
Australian Institute of Geoscientists and the Institute of Quarrying.
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DARRYN QUAYLE
Worley & the Department for International Trade - Vice President,
Europe and HMG Mining Engineer (part time)

Unintended consequences of the Race to Zero

Darryn comes from a mining engineering 
background with 30 years’ international 
experience in senior commercial roles in 
Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific, 
Europe, Africa and the Middle East as 
well as North and South America. He is 
currently Vice President of Resources for 
Worley, a global engineering and 
operational consulting company with 
offices across the UK managed from its 
European headquarters in London.  He 
also functions as the UK Government’s 
Mining Engineer and Specialist for the 
Department for International Trade 
providing expert advice to matters 
relating to the UK’s considerable 

interests in mining, especially around critical raw materials.

In 2005 Darryn was transferred from a role running the mining and exports 
business in New Zealand and the Pacific to Wigan where he ran Orica Explosives’ 
blasting business in Europe, Africa and the Middle East.  In 2007 Darryn was 
appointed as Amec’s Business Development Executive in the company’s Global 
Renewables’ business to manage the expansion and deployment of innovative, 
anaerobic digestion centred solutions to the growing problem of municipal and 
bio-wastes.  This led to an opportunity to form the Carbon Management 
Association with Lord Redesdale and a role working alongside the Qatari Royal 
family managing the COP 18 conference in Doha.  Darryn was appointed as the 
UK Government’s Mining Engineer in 2014 within the Department for International 
Trade on a paid part-time basis.

Darryn’s background is as a mining engineer from the Western Australian School 
of Mines in Kalgoorlie.  He also holds a First Class Mine Manager’s Certificate and 
postgraduate qualifications in business.

In partnership with:
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Over a century of
protection for the 
mining industry
Howden equipment has evolved over 160 years to provide the 
mining industry with outstandingly safe, reliable and efficient operation. 
Working constantly in the background to keep mines ventilated and viable, 
our products provide the highest levels of energy efficiency and robust 
dependability, bringing peace of mind to one of the world’s most vital industries.

Web: howden.cloud/min09

Services
Maintenance, Turnkey

and Ventilation as
a Service (VaaS)

Equipment
Fans, cooling and
heating systems

VentSimTM Solutions
Ventilation software

and control

© Howden Group Ltd. All rights reserved. 2021
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